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A history of your brain:

Synapse formation in the brain

Birth—5 years

Higher cognitive function
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Formation of cognitive and non-cognitive
skills takes place mainly in the first 4 years.



Brain Development and Attachment

An infant needs
connection to a
caregiver in order to
organize the brain’s
functions in the moment,
and to allow it to develop
properly over time.

Failure to receive the consistent, repetitive, positive,
dependable and appropriate attention of the primary
caretaker is the premier neurological insult.



Ecological Model for understanding and preventing

violence against children
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Impairment across lifespan
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Physical abuse, neglect and corporal punishment
ACE study 2013/MICS 2011

Physical abuse 22.3 20.2 21.1
Physical neglect 26.3 15.5 20.0
Physical (corporal) punishment 73.5 72.0 72.4
CHILD PROTECTION Macedonian Roma
settlements settlements
(%) (%)
Violent discipline 69.3 82
Marriage before the age of 15 among women age 15-49 1.4 11.9
years
Marriage before the age of 18 among women age 20-49 10.7 47
years
Attitudes toward domestic violence among women age 14.5 25.4
15-49 years




Material and methods
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Sample structure

Ethnicity

Number of
children in
household

one

two

three

four and more

Total

Macedonian Albanian

274
(39,1%)

233
(33,2%)

14
(2,0%)
0

521
(74,3%)

65
(9,3%)
63

(9,0%)

17
(2,4%)
4
(,6%)

149
(21,3%)

Roma

(,1%)

(,6%)

(,9%)

1
(,1%)

12
(1,7%)

Other

9
(1,3%)

8
(1,1%)

2
(,3%)

19
(2,7%)

Total

349
(49,8%)

308
(43,9%)

39
(5,6%)
5
(,7%)

701
(100,0%)



Attitudes and beliefs for CP

Professional
group (%)

Parents/care-
givers group
(%)

Attitudes

Slapping/spanking are
effective methods

12.9

18.9

A parent has the right to
discipline their child in any
way they believe is right

32.5

62.6

No one has the right to tell a
parent how to raise the child

10.4

44.6

Beliefs

It is justified for a parent to
hit a child (in at least one
situation)

35.4

57

It is not justified to hit a child
(in any situation)

59.6

35.3




Use of physical and psychological
abuse — parenting practice

Physical abuse Psychological abuse
Correlated with: Correlated with: negative parental
- negative parental attitudes, cultural norms,
attitudes, -number of children at age of 2—14 years
- cultural norms, In the household,
- indicators of affluence -work status over the last 12 months of
(owning computers in the the parent/caregiver,
household), -child possessing his/her own room,
- family being able to travel household monthly income,
out of the country), -Possessing computers in the
- age when the first child household,
was born. family being able to travel out of the

country, age when your first child was
born.



Prevention points

Prevention
before
occurrence

Physical abuse

Sexual abuse

Emotional abuse
Neglect

/ \ Exposure to IPV T
Indicated
Selected Interventions

(MacMillan et al., 2009)




CONCLUSIONS

1. There is a very high prevalence of
violent disciplining practices in the
country.

2. There is a need for parenting programs
universal and selected.

3. Three positive parenting programs
have been implemented, and evaluation is

required.



